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POLICY The School Board 
of Lee County 4.28 

Related Entries: (Not identified at this time) 
 1 

 2 
Homeless Students  3 

 4 
 5 
The School Board of Lee County shall ensure that homeless children and youth are provided 6 
with equal access to the same free, appropriate educational programs, including a public 7 
preschool education as provided to other children and youth, and other services needed to 8 
ensure an equal opportunity to meet the same challenging State of Florida academic 9 
standards to which all students are held and to fully participate in the District’s 10 
academic and extracurricular activities. Additionally, the District shall ensure homeless 11 
children and youth are not segregated on the basis of their status as homeless and 12 
are protected from discrimination on the basis of their homelessness.  13 
 14 
(1) The District will: 15 

 16 
(a) Designate an appropriate staff person able to carry out the duties in the 17 

McKinney- Vento Act, as the district’s liaison for homeless children and youth 18 
 19 

(b) Remove barriers to: 20 
 21 

1. Identifying homeless children and youth  22 
 23 

2. Enrolling and retaining of homeless children and youth in school  24 
 25 

3. Provide access to homeless children to public preschool programs 26 
administered by the District  27 

 28 
4. Provide appropriate credit for full or partial coursework satisfactorily 29 

completed by homeless children and youth while attending a prior school  30 
 31 

5. Provide access for homeless children and youth to academic and 32 
extracurricular activities 33 

 34 
6. Immediately enroll homeless children and youth to a qualified school 35 

 36 
(c) Coordinate District programs and collaborate with other school districts, 37 

community service providers, and organizations, including: 38 
 39 
1. Local social services and other community agencies to provide support 40 

to homeless students and their families, 41 
 42 

2. Other school districts regarding homeless student-related transportation, 43 
transfer of school records, and other inter-district activities as needed,  44 

 45 
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3. Housing authorities, 46 
 47 

4. Exceptional Student Education (ESE), and  48 
 49 

5. Coordinate with school personnel responsible for counseling to prepare 50 
and improve readiness for postsecondary education for unaccompanied 51 
homeless high school youth.  52 

 53 
(2) Definitions  54 

 55 
The District homeless education liaison shall make a final determination of homeless 56 
status on a case-by-case basis. 57 
 58 
(a) The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act defines “homeless children 59 

and youths” as individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate 60 
nighttime residence and includes children and youth who: 61 

 62 
1. Are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 63 

hardship or similar reason (sometimes referred to as "double-up”). 64 
 65 

2. Are living in motels, hotels, FEMA trailers, trailer parks, or camping 66 
grounds due to the lack of alternative adequate accommodations. 67 

 68 
3. Are living in emergency or transitional shelters; or abandoned in hospitals. 69 

 70 
4. Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place 71 

not designated for, or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 72 
accommodation for human beings. 73 

 74 
5. Are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 75 

substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar settings. 76 
 77 

6. Migratory students who qualify as homeless because they are living 78 
in circumstances described above (1-5). 79 

 80 
(b) The term “unaccompanied youth” means a child or youth who is not in the 81 

physical custody of a parent or guardian. 82 
 83 

(c) The term “school of origin” means the school that the child or youth attended 84 
when permanently housed or the school in which the child or youth was last 85 
enrolled, including a preschool. 86 

 87 
(d) Enroll and enrollment include attending classes and participating fully in 88 

activities. 89 
 90 
(e) Eligible School: the school of origin, the school zoned for the address where the 91 

student is temporarily residing, or another school which students residing in 92 
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that attendance zone are eligible to attend.  93 
 94 

(3) Enrollment 95 
 96 
The District has an obligation to remove barriers to the enrollment and retention of 97 
homeless students.  Enroll and enrollment include attending classes and participating 98 
fully in school activities. The District will immediately enroll a homeless student, new 99 
to the district, in school, even if they do not have the documents usually required 100 
for enrollment, such as school records (including Individualized Education Plan-IEP), 101 
medical records or proof of residency.  102 
 103 
(a) The District will ensure that homeless students are not stigmatized nor 104 

segregated on the basis of their status as homeless. A homeless student will 105 
be assigned to the District school in the attendance zone in which the student 106 
is actually living or to the student’s school of origin as requested by the parent 107 
or guardian and in accordance with the student’s best interest. 108 
 109 

(b) Homeless students have a right to either remain in their school of origin or to 110 
attend school where they are temporarily residing. 111 

 112 
(c) Homeless students who choose to remain in their school of origin have the 113 

right to remain there until the end of the school year in which they get 114 
permanent housing. 115 

 116 
(d) The District shall immediately enroll the new student in the school assigned 117 

even if the child or youth missed an application or enrollment deadline during 118 
any period of homeless and/or is unable to produce records normally required 119 
or enrollment; such as: 120 

 121 
1. Previous Academic Records 122 

 123 
2. Immunizations or other health records  124 

 125 
3. Birth Certificate 126 

 127 
4. Proof of Residence 128 

 129 
5. Guardianship 130 

 131 
6. Uniform or Dress code requirements  132 

 133 
7. Outstanding fees, fines, or absences  134 

 135 
8. Other required documentation 136 

 137 
(e) Students must be provided appropriate credit for full or partial coursework 138 

satisfactorily completed by homeless children and youth while attending a prior 139 
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school. 140 
 141 

(f) The District shall immediately contact the school last attended to obtain 142 
relevant academic and other records.  If the student needs immunization or 143 
other health records, the enrolling school must immediately refer the parent, 144 
guardian or unaccompanied youth to the Liaison, who will help obtain the 145 
immunizations, screenings or other required health records. Records usually 146 
maintained by the school must be kept so that they are available in a timely 147 
fashion if the child enters a new school or district. These records include 148 
immunization or other required health records, academic records, birth 149 
certificates, guardianship records, and evaluations for special services or 150 
programs. Procedures for inter-State records transfer between schools should 151 
be taken into account in order to facilitate immediate enrollment. 152 

 153 
In addition, it shall be the District’s responsibility to make sure that, once 154 
identified for services, the homeless student is attending classes and not facing 155 
barriers to accessing academic and extra-curricular activities for which they 156 
meet relevant eligibility criteria, including magnet school, summer school, 157 
career and technical education, advanced placement, online learning, and 158 
charter school programs (if available). 159 

 160 
(4) School Stability 161 

 162 
Maintaining a stable school environment is crucial to a homeless student’s success in 163 
school. An "eligible school" is the school of origin, the school zoned for the address 164 
where the student is temporarily residing, or another school that students residing in 165 
that attendance zone are eligible to attend. 166 
 167 
(a) The District shall, according to the student’s best interest, and by a  168 

parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth request, t o  continue the 169 
homeless student’s education in the school of origin for the duration of 170 
homelessness or enroll the student in a District school in the attendance zone 171 
in which the homeless student is actually living on the same basis as other 172 
district students. To ensure stability, the District must make school placement 173 
determinations based on the “best interest” of the homeless child or youth 174 
based on student-centered factors. 175 
 176 

(b) The District shall, continue the student’s education in the school of origin for 177 
the duration of homelessness when a family becomes homeless between 178 
academic years or during an academic year; and for the remainder of the 179 
academic year even if the child or youth becomes permanently housed during 180 
an academic year and continued to receive all McKinney-Vento Act benefits; or 181 
enroll the student in any public school that non-homeless students who live in 182 
the attendance area in which the child or youth or the family of the child or 183 
youth, is actually living are eligible to attend.  184 

 185 
(c) In determining the best interest of the student, the District shall: 186 



Homeless Students   Policy 4.28 
 
 

5 of 9 

 187 
1. Presume that keeping the child or youth in the school of origin is in 188 

the child’s or youth’s best interest, except when doing so is contrary 189 
to the request of the child’s or youth’s parent or guardian, or (in the 190 
case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth. 191 
 192 

2. Consider placement in a school other than the child’s or youth’s school 193 
of origin, the district will consider student-centered factors to determine 194 
a placement that is in the student’s best interest. 195 

 196 
3. When the district determines that a placement other than the school of 197 

origin is in the best interest, the district will provide the parent, guardian, 198 
or unaccompanied homeless youth with:  199 

 200 
1. A written explanation in a manner and form understandable to the 201 

parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth 202 
 203 

2. Information on the right to appeal the placement determination  204 
 205 

4. In the case of an unaccompanied student, ensure that the District 206 
homeless education liaison helps in placement or enrollment decisions, 207 
considers the views of the student and provides notice of the right 208 
to appeal placement and enrollment decisions.  209 
 210 

5. The school of origin means the school that the student attended when 211 
permanently housed, or the school in which the student was last enrolled. 212 
The choice regarding placement shall be made regardless of whether 213 
the student lives with the homeless parents or guardian or has 214 
been temporarily placed elsewhere. 215 

 216 
(5) Residency 217 

 218 
A homeless student is considered a resident if the child or youth is personally 219 
somewhere within the district with the purpose to live here temporarily, but not 220 
necessarily remaining permanently.  221 
 222 
(a) The student shall be considered a resident when living with a parent, guardian, 223 

or person in loco parentis not solely for school purposes or for participation 224 
in extracurricular activities. 225 

 226 
(6) Student Records  227 

 228 
The district will assist the homeless students and their parent(s) or guardian(s) or 229 
unaccompanied homeless students in their efforts to provide documentation to meet 230 
State and local requirements for entry into school. 231 
 232 
The District assures that all records for homeless students will be: 233 
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 234 
(a) Maintained, subject to the protections of the Family Educational Rights and 235 

Privacy Act (FERPA), and in such a manner so that they are available in a 236 
timely fashion and can be transferred promptly to the appropriate parties, as 237 
required.  238 

 239 
(b) Pursuant to the McKinney- Vento Act, information regarding a homeless 240 

student’s living situation is not considered directory information, is held 241 
confidential, and must be provided the same protections as other non-directory 242 
personally identifiable information (PII) contained in student education records 243 
under FERPA.  244 

 245 
(c) The District shall incorporate practices to protect student privacy in accordance 246 

with the provisions of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) and the Family 247 
Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA). 248 

 249 
(d) Maintained for each homeless child or youth, including:  250 
 251 

1. Immunizations or other required health records 252 
 253 

2. Academic Records 254 
 255 

3. Guardianship Records 256 
 257 

4. Evaluations for special services 258 
 259 

5. Birth Certificate 260 
 261 
(7) Transportation  262 

 263 
The District shall ensure at the request of the parent, or in the case of an 264 
unaccompanied youth, the District Homeless Education Liaison, transportation will be 265 
provided for a homeless student to and from the school or origin as follows: 266 
 267 
(a) If the homeless student continues to live in the School District of Lee County, 268 

in which the school of origin is located, transportation will be provided or 269 
arranged. 270 
 271 

(b) If the homeless student moves to an area served by another district, though 272 
continuing his or her education at the school of origin, the district of origin and 273 
the district in which the student resides must agree upon a method to apportion 274 
responsibility and costs for transportation to the school of origin. 275 

 276 
(c) If the districts cannot agree upon such a method, the responsibility and costs 277 

must be shared equally.  278 
 279 

(8) Full Participation and Comparable Services  280 
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 281 
The District shall ensure: 282 
 283 
(a) A homeless student who becomes permanently housed during the academic 284 

year, may remain at their school of origin for the remainder of the academic 285 
year and continue to receive all McKinney-Vento Act benefits  286 
 287 

(b) Children and youths experiencing homelessness, and who meet the 288 
relevant eligibility criteria, will have access to all available academic and 289 
extracurricular activities for which they meet relevant eligibility criteria 290 

 291 
(c) Unaccompanied homeless high school youth will receive counseling to 292 

prepare and improve their readiness for postsecondary education 293 
 294 
(d) Each school provides services to homeless children and youths that 295 

are comparable to services offered to non-homeless students in their school, 296 
including the following: 297 

 298 
1. Transportation Services 299 

 300 
2. Educational services for which the child or youth meets the eligibility 301 

criteria: Title I, ESE, and educational programs for English Learners  302 
 303 

3. Career and technical education 304 
 305 

4. Programs for gifted and talented students  306 
 307 

5. School nutrition programs 308 
 309 

6. Preschool programs administered by the Local Education Agency (LEA) 310 
 311 
(9) Disputes: Eligibility, School Selection, Enrollment  312 

 313 
(a) During a dispute: 314 

 315 
1. The child or youth will either remain enrolled in the student’s school of 316 

origin or shall be immediately enrolled in the eligible school in which 317 
enrollment is sought, either the school zoned for the address where 318 
the student is residing or another school which students residing in that 319 
attendance zone are eligible to attend, pending final resolution of the 320 
dispute including all available appeals; 321 
 322 

2. The parent or guardian of the child or youth or, in the case 323 
of an unaccompanied youth, the youth shall be provided with a written 324 
explanation of any decisions related to school selection or enrollment 325 
made by the school or district, including the rights of the parent, 326 
guardian, or unaccompanied youth to appeal such decisions;  327 
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 328 
3. The parent, guardian, or unaccompanied youth shall be referred 329 

to the district’s designated homeless liaison to carry out the dispute 330 
resolution process as expeditiously as possible;  331 

 332 
4. In the case of an unaccompanied youth, the liaison shall ensure that the 333 

youth is immediately enrolled in the school in which the youth seeks 334 
enrollment pending the resolution of such dispute. 335 

 336 
(10) Homeless Children in Preschool 337 

 338 
Homeless preschool-aged children and their families shall be provided equal access 339 
to the educational services for which they are eligible, including preschool programs, 340 
including Head Start programs, administered by the District. Additionally, the 341 
homeless child must remain in the public preschool of origin, unless a determination 342 
is made that it is not in the child’s best interest. When making such a decision on the 343 
student’s best interest, the District takes into account the same factors as it does for 344 
any student, regardless of age. It also considers pre- school age-specific factors, such 345 
as 1) the child’s attachment to preschool teachers and staff; 2) the impact of school 346 
climate on the child, including school safety; the quality and availability of services to 347 
meet the child’s needs, including health, developmental, and social-emotional needs; 348 
and 3) travel time to and from school. 349 
 350 
The District must also provide transportation services to the school of origin for a 351 
homeless child attending preschool. It is the District’s responsibility to provide the child 352 
with transportation to the school of origin even if the homeless preschooler who is 353 
enrolled in a public preschool in the District moves to another district that does not 354 
provide widely available or universal preschool. 355 

 356 
(11) Public Notice 357 

 358 
In addition to notifying the parent or guardian of the homeless student or the 359 
unaccompanied youth of the applicable rights described above, the District shall post 360 
public notice of educational rights of children and youth experiencing homelessness 361 
in each school. In addition, the District shall post public notice of the McKinney- Vento 362 
rights in places that homeless populations frequent, such as shelters, soup kitchens, 363 
and libraries in a manner and form understandable to the parents and guardians and 364 
unaccompanied youths. 365 
 366 
No Board policy, administrative procedure, or practice will be interpreted or applied 367 
in such a way as to inhibit the enrollment, attendance, or school success of homeless 368 
children. 369 
 370 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 1001.42, 1001.43, 1003.01, 1003.21, 1003.22 and 371 
1003.25 (12), 1003.21 F.S, 42; USC Sections 1143a, 372 
11431, 11432 373 

Adopted: 10/19/10 (formerly 4.31) 374 
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Revised: 4/15/15 375 
Revised: 1/23/18 376 
Revised: 9/10/19 377 
Revised: 1/24/23 378 


